Town of Raymond Town Board 

Special Town Board Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2009

1.  Roll Call:  Chairman Gary Kastenson called the meeting to order at 7:30p.m.  Present were Spvrs. Joe Heinrichs, Jim Millonzi, Paul Ryan and Loppnow.  Also present was Treasurer/Deputy Clerk Karen Kastenson, Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez and their neighbor John Peppey. 

2. Discussion/Possible Decision on Sanchez, 915 92nd Street, Request for Reduction in Reimbursable Fees Related to Land Dist. Permit and Other Issues Pertaining to Same: Chairman Kastenson asked Mrs. Sanchez if she has retained an attorney.  She stated not yet, but she will tomorrow if the Town doesn’t make a decision in her favor tonight.  She feels the Town intentionally made the building of her house more difficult and painstaking than it should have been.  She stated that the Planning Commission hired a lawyer and it wasn’t justified.  She feels the Town screwed up and she shouldn’t have to pay for this.  She stated that Commissioner Boldt took pictures of her house and harassed her with phone calls.  Mrs. Sanchez explained that she does not believe that she owes any of these charges, and that her family has been harassed and has gone through a lot of heartache over this situation.  She doesn’t believe she was treated fairly by the Town.  Spvr. Heinrichs asked the Chairman to explain the process the Town uses for land disturbances.  Chairman Kastenson explained that first a reimbursement form needs to be signed, which was signed by Mr. Stack.  Then a grading plan needs to be submitted to the Town.  After the Planning Commission reviews this, they decide if the Town’s engineer should be involved in the process.  Spvr. Heinrichs stated that the Planning Commission has the authority to put a stop work order on a project, and that he did not place the stop work order on the Sanchez property.  Chairman Kastenson stated that the Town Board got involved after Commissioner Colsmith sent an email to the Sanchez’s and Clerk Morgan.  Clerk Morgan then asked that the Town Board get involved.  Spvr. Heinrichs stated that he does not support what the Planning Commission did.  Chairman Kastenson explained that he contacted Commissioner Boldt and stated to him that the Town Board needed to get involved in the Sanchez project.  Then a meeting was set up at the Sanchez home.  Chairman Kastenson also spoke to Attorney Geary regarding the fine that was issued to Mr. Stack.  Atty. Geary stated that the Sanchez’s missed a meeting that was set up to discuss this.  Atty. Geary also explained to Chairman Kastenson that if an attorney is hired to investigate this case, it would be a very thorough investigation.  Mrs. Sanchez explained that she had a prior work commitment and couldn’t attend the meeting with Atty. Geary.  She stated that she contacted him to let him know that.  Spvr. Millonzi stated that there was no agreement or signature by the homeowner and they weren’t notified of this agreement made by Mr. Stack.  Spvr. Ryan asked Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez why they never came back to the Town to deny owing the charges after they were billed by the Town.  Chairman Kastenson stated that he asked Engineer Stamborski how much a simple review of this project would have cost the homeowners.  Engr. Stamborski stated between $300 and $500.  Spvr. Loppnow explained this is why the Town is changing the ordinance.  Chairman Kastenson stated that if the Planning Commission wasn’t satisfied with the grading plan, the Sanchez’s should have had the option to hire their own engineer.  Mrs. Sanchez wants the whole $5,571.75 wiped away.  She stated that there is corruption involved in this whole process.  Treasurer Kastenson was asked how the payment from the Sanchez’s mortgage company was applied to their tax bill.  Treasurer Kastenson explained that anytime there is a special assessment placed on a parcel, any money that is received for payment on that parcel is first applied to the special assessment.  Any money remaining will be paid towards the amount of property tax that is owed on the parcel.  She further explained that the payment from the mortgage company didn’t cover the entire special assessment and the first half of the Sanchez’s property tax bill therefore leaving this parcel delinquent.   Spvr. Heinrichs stated that he doesn’t like that the Sanchez’s we billed for the emails that Mr. Stack sent to the attorney.  Spvr. Heinrichs made a motion to refund all the costs as far as penalties and fines and the $5,571.75 in full to Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez.  Spvr. Ryan amended the motion to include a waiver from the Town’s attorney stating that no further legal action will be taken by Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez relating to this matter.  This motion was seconded by Spvr. Loppnow.  Discussion followed.  Mrs. Sanchez stated that she would like the Town Board to watch over the Planning Commission because she believes the Planning Commission is going to get the Town in trouble.  Chairman Kastenson apologized to Mr. and Mrs. Sanchez for everything that happened and that they have gone through regarding this issue.  Motion carried 5/0.

Spvr. Millonzi asked that Chairman Kastenson call Atty. Geary in the morning to get this all straightened out. 
3. Adjournment:  Spvr. Heinrichs moved, seconded by Spvr. Millonzi to adjourn, carried 5/0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Kastenson

Treasurer/Deputy Clerk

