Joint Public Hearing on Boundary Agreement Pursuant to Cooperative Plan Between the Town of Raymond and the Village of Caledonia 
Minutes - March 12, 2009
1.) Roll Call:  Chairman Gary Kastenson called the Town of Raymond Town Board to order at 7:05p.m.  Present were Spvrs. Paul Ryan and Wayne Loppnow.  Spvrs. Joe Heinrichs and Jim Millonzi were absent.  Also present was Clerk Kari Morgan, Attorney Stan Riffle of Arenz, Molter, Macy & Riffle, S.C., Attorney John Bjelajac of Hankel, Bjelajac, Kallenbach, Lehner & Koenen, LLC, Attorney Elaine Ekes of Hostak, Henzl & Bichler, S.C., Engineer Tom Ludwig of Foth Engineering, Village of Caledonia Administrator Tom Lebak, Village of Caledonia board members, Village of Caledonia Clerk Karie Torkilsen and five residents.
2.) Public Comment:  Atty. Stan Riffle explained why the Town of Raymond has put together this cooperative boundary plan. He explained that they are here as part of the statutory process of the public hearing.  The purpose of this hearing is for the politicians to gather information that can be taken into consideration in finalizing the boundary plan.  Atty. Riffle stated that what is different about this public hearing is that you will not hear the board members speak since they are only here to listen to the public.  Atty. Riffle stated that this started with the incorporation of Caledonia into a village.  He explained how within the next few years there will be a lot of development pressure between Milwaukee and Chicago.  He also explained how the Village of Caledonia has a mile and half area in which they could impose certain development rights on Raymond.  Raymond recognized this and began talks with Caledonia.  He explained that it was the right time to get together.  He stated that the Town of Raymond is interested in planning for their future, which brings us to the agreement itself.  He explained that there are a few key elements to the agreement which are:  1.) Permanent borders – This agreement will result in a permanent boundary between the Town of Raymond and the Village of Caledonia.  Atty. Riffle explained that this agreement is largely about planning.  He explained how it only deals with a limited area because Caledonia is only concerned with one mile into Raymond.  2.)  The entire one mile:  Planning in any development in that entire area must be done in conjunction with the approved Raymond Land Use Plan.  For the benefit of Raymond and Caledonia, both parties have agreed that they will follow the land use plan and any deviation will require a joint planning process where Caledonia and Raymond will decide whether to deviate from that plan.  He also explained how Caledonia has rights under the statutes to turn down any re-zonings or land divisions that would be contrary to that plan.  He also explained that the town has implemented design standards.  He explained that good design standards which will mean good development.  He also explained that Caledonia has adopted the same design standards as Raymond so both sides of the interstate will be the same.  There are also certain implications associated with sewer in the entire one mile area.  The economic impact in order to provide sewer service to the town is big.  It is important for the town to be able to have this benefit.  It will not be cheap, but it will maximize the value of the development in that area.  There is a provision which stated that Caledonia needs build out of its tax incremental financing district or ten years whichever comes first before the town can expand on their side.  There are provisions which allow the town to ask for an earlier expansion and the Village can agree to that.  If any commercial development would occur in the one sq. mile area, it has to be on sewer and water.  In the interim if there is a requirement for any type of development that would not be on sewer Atty. Bjelajac has coined the term “spectacular use.”  If the proposal is something that everyone in the area agrees is a great idea (beneficial) the village has a right to waive all rules and allow it to go in with the caveat that when sewer is available, it will hook up.  Atty. Riffle stated that he feels this is a very good thing for the town of Raymond because they can lock their borders up forever, there is a lot of tax base that will be ultimately there to the benefit of all taxpayers of the town and the fact that they will have sewer available will benefit folks far-reaching this area.  He thinks that the town leaders have done a tremendous job in representing them and applauds the village in being so forthcoming in working with their neighbors.  The primary purpose of the hearing is getting the resident’s thoughts on the situation and all of this gets bundled up and sent to Madison.  Atty. John Bjelajac commented on the hallmark of all their discussions.  He stated that this agreement creates a team effort which has already started.  He stated that he sees many nice things coming out of it.  He stated that this was a very well negotiated agreement beneficial for both parties and will forever solidify Raymond’s boundary line and Caledonia benefits in that they do not have to single handedly worry about having to implement extraterritorial zoning.  He sees both communities exercising nothing but good faith and he feels it is a proud moment for both.  Atty. Riffle stated that under the statute there is a 20 day comment period after tonight so residents can submit written comments to either clerk.  The hearing was open for public comment.  There were no public comments from the present residents.  The public hearing was been closed.  Ch. Kastenson thanked Atty. Riffle and Atty. Bjelajac for being cooperative.  
3.) Adjournment:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to adjourn the Raymond Town Board.  Hearing adjourned at 7:34p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kari D.L. Morgan

Town Clerk
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