Town of Raymond Town Board

Regular Meeting Minutes

July 13, 2009
1.) Roll Call:  Chairman Gary Kastenson called the regular meeting to order at 7:30p.m.  Also present were Spvr. Dave Lecus, Kevin Cantwell, Paul Ryan and Wayne Loppnow.  Also present was Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Karen Kastenson, and approximately (10) residents. Clerk Kari Morgan was absent.
2.) Payment of Bills:  Paid for and authorized in the amount of $54,994.32
3.) Treasurer’s Report:  Presented by Treasurer Karen Kastenson as follows: General:  $23,308.44; Money Market:  $3,371.03; Reserve (Equipment): $27,074.01; Reserve (Land):  $22,729.56.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr.  Ryan to approve as presented, carried 5/0.
4.) Minutes of Previous Meeting:  June 22, 2009; June 25, 2009; June 29, 2009; July 6, 2009:  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to approve the minutes of June 22, 2009; June 25, 2009, June 29, 2009; and July 6, 2009 as presented, carried 5/0.

5.) Set Agenda: Ch. Kastenson moved items 7e. to 6e. 8b to 6f.; and 7g. to 6g.
6.) Fire Department:
a. Correspondence:  Chief Babe reviewed the EMS budget for the current year.  Chief Babe also reviewed the procedures for the Cudahy fire and stated that there were no damages to any of the Town’s vehicles.  He also told of a triathlon on July 19th  that will be going through the Town.  The Fire Department is also still attending the meetings with the Department of Transportation regarding I-94.  
b. Discussion/Informational on Recent Firework Shooting Site Date:  Spvr. Lecus thought everything went excellent and was well maintained.  Spvr. Cantwell stated there were approximately 20-30 people shooting in total.  He stated there was no fallout outside of our property, nobody was hurt, and everything went well.  
c. Update on NIMS Committee Meeting:  Chief Babe stated that he started working on formal agreements with two schools for safety areas and also the Church on Hwy G.  Ch. Kastenson asked Spvr. Ryan to ask the Pastor of the church if they would be willing to house people in an emergency.
d. Update on Search for Different Rescue Billing Company:  Chief Babe will start looking into other companies to get the collections of accounts higher.
e. Former 7e.  Discussion/Possible Decision on Robert Slivon, 325 60th St. – Assessment Concern:  Ch. Kastenson stated that he was not at the Board of Review and asked Assessor Magnan to explain the situation.  Assessor Magnan explained to the Board how his meeting went with Mr. Slivon and what was explained to Mr. Slivon.  He gave an objection form to Mr. Slivon to fill out for Board of Review.  Mr. Slivon responded that he was not informed when the meeting was, and when he came to the Town Hall to check, the meeting had already passed.  He stated the Assessor lied to him and the Town Board about the meeting.  Spvr. Cantwell personally went to the Town of Yorkville and spoke to the Assessor there regarding property owned there.  He stated that their Assessor specified the same procedure as Assessor Magnan.  Ch. Kastenson asked if the date and time is on the form that was given to Mr. Slivon.  Assessor Magnan stated that it isn’t, but Mr. Slivon was informed of the date and time.  Spvr. Loppnow asked that we check to see if legally we can open it back up and have a meeting with Mr. Slivon.  Assessor Magnan will check with the Department of Revenue in the morning and contact the clerk to let her know if it can be done legally.  Consensus of the board agreed to this matter.
f. Discussion/Possible Decision on Jeff Sweet Tax Assessment Issue:  Former 8b.  Assessor Magnan explained what occurred with Mr. Sweet’s land and the penalty that was issued per the State.  Assessor Magnan has only seen this happen one other time in another community and that homeowner challenged the penalty in court.  Mr. Sweet stated that the tax was collected and the difference was made up by the Department of Natural Resources.  Mr. Sweet explained why the error was not caught until after Mr. Sweet’s mother passed away.  There was an error in assessment in 2005, but no increase in the taxes due to the fact that the Department of Natural Resources was picking of the difference of what was paid and what was owed.  Assessor Magnan stated that the 2005 assessment was done to the best of knowledge with the information that was accessible to him at that time.  The assessment should have been contested in 2005, 2006 and 2007.  Mr. Sweet stated that he did not know what the assessment was at that time and it was not his land at that time.  It was his mother’s land, and she has since passed away.  Her tax bill never changed, and she never checked the assessed value because the tax amount never changed.  The Assessor was asked if his insurance that he carries would cover an error such as this.  Assessor Magnan has stated that in the eyes of the state there was no mistake made because the 2005 assessment was based on the best information available at that time; therefore with no error made on this property, his insurance would not cover this issue.  Mr. Sweet does not want to be in the managed forest program and doesn’t know if hiring a lawyer to challenge this penalty he received would be beneficial to him.  Mr. Sweet would like people of the Town to be aware that they should check the assessed value of their property even though their taxes don’t increase.  No action was taken at this time.
g. Discussion on Steve Dykstra of Sprinkman, 4234 Courtney St., Repair of Water Issues:  Former 7g.  Ch. Kastenson stated that a lot of water comes off the Sprinkman property and they are trying to stop the water and send it to the ditch.  A representative for Sprinkman stated they are putting a 6 inch perforated tile 30 inches long into the ground and into the ditch on Courtney Drive.  Ch. Kastenson asked where the dirt will be going that is removed from the trench.  It will not be used on site.  There is not a lot of yardage of dirt being removed.  Ch. Kastenson stated that there are no permits that need to be purchased or issued from the Town, this was put on the agenda for information purposes only.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to allow the tile to be placed, carried 5/0.
7.) New Business
a. Discussion/Possible Decision on Installation of Street Light at Corner of Sunny Land & Hwy. G:  Spvr. Ryan stated that Clerk Morgan spoke to two people at the County regarding this issue.  He also read email correspondence from the County.  Spvr. Ryan would like Clerk Morgan to send a letter and the email from the County to the Sunny Land & Hwy G Developers regarding this issue.
b. Discussion/Decision on Responsibility of Repairs to “Raymond Heights” sign:  Spvr. Ryan stated that if there is no homeowners association for Raymond Heights, he didn’t believe that it is the Town’s responsibility to fix the sign.  Spvr. Loppnow stated that there is some formal legal documentation regarding Raymond Heights when it was formed around 1958-59.  He would like Clerk Morgan to research Raymond Heights legal files to see if there are any directives regarding the signage for the subdivision before any decisions are made.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to hold this item over until the legal files have been researched, carried 5/0.
c. Approval of New Bartender’s License for 7 Mile Fair:  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to approve the new bartender’s license for 7 Mile Fair, carried 5/0.
d. Discussion/Possible Decisions on Family/Medial Leave Policy:  Spvr. Ryan stated that he didn’t see anything that would conflict with the collective bargaining agreement with the DPW.  The question is should we have anyone else look at this.  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to approve the Family/Medical Leave Policy as presented, carried 5/0.
e. Discussion/Possible Decision on Robert Slivon, 325 60th St. – Assessment Concern:  Moved to 6e.  
f. Discussion/Authorization of Application to State Loan Program for Acquisition of Sewer Capacity:  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to have Clerk Morgan apply for the state loan for the full amount based on a 20 year amortization schedule, carried 5/0.  Spvr. Ryan asked that Clerk Morgan check to see if there is a penalty for prepayment of this loan.
g. Discussion on Steve Dykstra of Sprinkman, 4234 Courtney St., Repair of Water Issues:  Moved to 7g.
h. Decision on 1989 International Truck Bids:  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to accept the $8700 bid and to have the Clerk prepare a statement that the truck is being purchased “as is,” and have this statement signed by the purchaser, carried 5/0.
i. Discussion/Approval of 2009/2010 Tobacco License for Lady Luck:  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to approve the 2009/2010 Tobacco License for Lady Luck, carried 5/0.
j. Discussion/Possible Decision on Response to Proposal for Ray Easement:  Spvr. Ryan asked Mr. Ray to comment on the proposal for the easement.  Mr. Ray stated that his attorney told him to have no comment to the Board regarding this issue.  Ch. Kastenson agreed that nothing more should be discussed on this issue since Mr. Ray has informed the Board that he has retained legal counsel.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to hold over a response to the proposal for Mr. Ray’s easement until the Town hears from Mr. Ray’s Attorney, carried 5/0.
k. Discussion/Possible Decision on Legal Correspondence rcvd. June 12, 2009 regarding Town Rubbish Ordinances:  Ch. Kastenson spoke to Atty. Geary regarding this issue.  Atty. Geary stated that he feels our rubbish ordinance is too tough and maybe should be looked into and revised.  Spvr. Ryan asked to have Clerk Morgan look into the ordinance and find out what is considered junk and what is not.  Ch. Kastenson stated that Deputy Dobesh drives through the Town and sites the homeowners immediately, no warning is given to clean up the rubbish as has been done in the past.  Our previous Deputy gave a 30 clean-up notice before issuing a citation.  Spvr. Loppnow stated that the ordinance needs to be re-looked at to see what can be done.  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Lecus to hold this item over to the August 10th meeting and to start the meeting at 7:00 to review the rubbish ordinance, carried 5/0.
l. Discussion/Possible Decision on Tim Yenter, 7 Mile Property Stop Work Order for Soil Disturbance Activity:  Spvr. Lecus stated that 30-40 loads have been brought onto this property.  Mr. Yenter has been issued a fine.  Ch. Kastenson stated the stop work order should stay on this property until the engineer fees are paid in full and a $2,000 bond deposit is in place with the Town.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to keep the stop work order on this property until the engineer fees are paid in full and a $2,000 bond deposit is in place with the Town, carried 5/0.  Ch. Kastenson also stated that he believes that the stop work order should remain on this property until this site is completely engineered by the Town’s engineer.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to have the stop work order remain on this property until this site is completely engineered by the Town’s engineer, carried 5/0.  Mr. Yenter stated that some of those piles were already there prior to this issue.  Ch. Kastenson stated that he did see at least four to five loads on this property prior to this.  
8.) Unfinished Business

a. Discussion/Possible Decision on Electronic Key Entrance Quote:  Spvr. Ryan stated that this is something you don’t really want to spend the money on, but it is a necessity to have this done in order to secure the Town’s assets.  He also stated that the Town Hall is an immediate necessity, but some of the other areas such as the DPW building were not an immediate concern.  Spvr. Loppnow agrees with Spvr. Ryan that this is a serious issue and needs to be looked at immediately.  Spvr. Lecus stated that when a key is given out, a security deposit should be made to the Town by the employee/elected official to cover the cost of the key so that it is returned when employment or term of office is terminated.  Ch. Kastenson stated that the Fire Department does not want to be included in this kind of key system.  The Board also discussed some other options for security of the Town Hall that included things such as a gate between the Fire Department and the rest of the Town Hall.  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Lecus to hold this item over until next meeting so that Clerk Morgan can explain the quote in detail, carried 5/0.
b. Discussion/Possible Decision on Jeff Sweet Tax Assessment Issue:  Former 8b.  Moved to 6g.
c. Mike Hood, 3520 W. 7 Mile Rd. – Input on Lot Division(s) & Shared Driveway:  Ch. Kastenson asked if everyone on the Board saw the deed restriction on the Mr. Hood’s property.  He asked how many acres Mr. Hood has.  Mike stated he has approximately 21.5 acres.  He also stated on the deed restriction it states that another house could be put on this land as long as each parcel was at least 10 acres.  Spvr. Ryan stated that even though there is nothing stated regarding frontage on the deed restriction, Mr. Hood would still need to have to follow current ordinances.  Spvr. Loppnow stated that the attorney should take a look at the deed restriction before any decision is made by the Town Board.  Spvr. Lecus moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to send the deed restriction to Attorney Tim Pruitt to have him research the deed restriction placed on this property and report his findings back to the Board, carried 5/0.    
9.) Public Comment – Discussion of any matter raised by the public:  Ludo Vretenar thought that the sewer payment was supposed to be $350,000, now it is over $500,000.  He doesn’t understand why there was such a huge increase and why it is taking so long for the Town Board to act on this issue.  The longer they wait, the more it is going to cost the Town.  He stated this should have been done 30 years ago.  Ch. Kastenson stated that now that we have a border agreement with Caledonia, we have to put the sewer along I-94.  Spvr. Cantwell explained the reason this procedure is taking so long is that each step has to be done in succession.  He stated you need to complete phase one before moving to phases two and three.  Stan Bugnacki stated that the Town residents can only use the hazardous waste site on Saturdays now.  He was not aware of this until he took some items to the site during the week, and was told that Raymond residents are no longer able to use the site during the week.  Ch. Kastenson thanked Stan for the information.
10.)Communication and Announcements:  Ch. Kastenson stated that there is a


Public Hearing next Monday at 7:30 regarding the County Comprehensive Plan

and the Raymond Town Center Plan.
11.)Adjournment:  Spvr. Lecus  moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to adjourn,

carried 5/0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen L. Kastenson

Town Deputy Clerk
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