Town of Raymond Town Board
Closed Session Meeting Minutes

August 10, 2009

1.) Roll Call:  Chairman Gary Kastenson called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.  Present were Spvrs. Kevin Cantwell, Paul Ryan and Wayne Loppnow.  Also present was Clerk Kari Morgan and Treasurer Karen Kastenson.  Spvr. Dave Lecus was absent.
2.) Closed Session:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to move to closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. section 19.85(1)(c)(e) & (f) for the purpose of the 90 day review of the Town Treasurer Position and Issues Related to Same.  Roll call for support of motion:  Ch. Kastenson – aye; Spvr. Cantwell – aye; Spvr. Ryan – aye; Spvr. Loppnow – aye, carried 4/0.
3.) Reconvene into Open Session:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to reconvene to open session, carried 4/0.    
4.) Move to regularly scheduled Town Board Meeting:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to recess until 7:30p.m., carried 4/0.
Town of Raymond Town Board

Regular Meeting Minutes

August 10, 2009

1.) Roll Call:  As done at previously held closed session meeting.  Also present was approximately eight (8) residents.  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to come out of recess at 7:30p.m.
2.) Payment of Bills:  Paid for and authorized in the amount of $103,440.80
3.) Treasurer’s Report:  Presented by Treasurer Karen Kastenson as follows: General:  $26,552.55; Money Market:  $3,371.75; Reserve (Equipment): $27,081.88; Reserve (Land):  $22,736.17.  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr.  Cantwell to approve as presented carried 4/0.
4.) Minutes of Previous Meeting:  July 27, 2009 & August 3, 2009:  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to approve both sets of minutes, carried 4/0.
5.) Set Agenda:   Ch. Kastenson requested agenda item 10(c) be moved up to agenda item 8(a).  A consensus of the board accepted this change.
6.) Sheriff’s Report:  Investigator Does was not present.  Ch. Kastenson stated that there have been additional robberies in town.  Resident Jean Babe stated that she has not heard anything since two weeks ago regarding the robberies.
7.) Fire Department:
a. Correspondence:  Chief Babe stated that this fall they will be hosting a firefighter 2 class and a fire officer class.  He requested use of the large hall on Tuesdays starting the 15th of September.  The time would be from 7p.m. to 10p.m.  He also mentioned that the August 20th semi-annual meeting will have to be rescheduled because too many people will be gone.  The department received some nice letters from the City of Cudahy and their fire department for helping with the Patrick Cudahy fire.  They also received a thank you letter from Paris Fire & Rescue for their help.  
b. Discussion/Decision on Cell Phone Use Policy:  The board discussed the proposed policy.  Chief Babe stated that he is unhappy with the idea of having to have this type of policy and does not understand why the IRS wants to regulate this.  Clerk Morgan explained the proposed policy.  Chief Babe will meet with Clerk Morgan prior to the next meeting to work on a policy acceptable for all involved.  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to hold over to the next meeting, carried 4/0.
c. Discussion/Decision on Updating Cell Phone for Chief:  Chief Babe stated that he needs to upgrade his cell phone so that he can have e-mail access.  He stated that he is receiving about 150 e-mails per week for the fire department alone.  Ch. Kastenson questioned the cost.  Spvr. Cantwell stated that the I-phone is $30 per month plus the cost of the I-phone.  He is not familiar with any other plans.  Chief Babe will obtain pricing from U.S. Cellular and get back to the board.  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to hold over, carried 4/0.
d. Discussion/Decision on Stone Creek Crossing Dry Hydrant:  Ch. Kastenson stated that they had a meeting with the developer and gave him 30 days to let the town know what he wants to do.  If he does not do the work, the town can tap into his letter of credit and do the work themselves.  Chief Babe questioned the engineer’s comment that the dry hydrant will be an inherent problem.  Engineer Stamborski explained that they discussed raising the pipe and other remedies as well.  Ch. Kastenson stated that he feels placing a standpipe on this would help considerably.  The work to the pond should be done in the next month.  
8.) Ordinances & Resolutions

a. Discussion/Adoption of Resolution 2009-16 titled “A Resolution to Amend the 2009 Budget”:  Ch. Kastenson read the resolution.  Ch. Kastenson explained that when the board approved the 2009 budget, there were some people that wanted the budget published line by line.  Now some of those line items are exceeding what was planned.  He explained that they have to do this resolution to move money from place to place since the budget was passed as a line item budget.  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to adopt resolution 2009-16, carried 4/0.
b. Discussion/Adoption of Resolution 2009-17 titled “A Resolution to Transfer Money into Equipment Reserve Account”:  Ch. Kastenson read the resolution.  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to adopt resolution 2009-17, carried 4/0.
9.) Stormwater Utility District Commission:  
a. Discussion/Possible Decision on Drawing on State Trust Fund Loan & Expiration:  Spvr. Ryan stated that the question is how much they will need and if they should draw on the total loan.  He stated that if they take the total loan, they will be able to possibly do more projects this year yet or put it in a fund for next year’s projects.  Ch. Kastenson stated that the Town of Yorkville is looking at cleaning out the east branch of the root river and Raymond will have to do theirs first so that there will not be major water problems in Raymond.  Engineer Stamborski stated that the biggest thing with the river projects is homeowner consent.  Spvr. Ryan explained that the DNR permit received covers the whole town of Raymond so as long as they are doing projects and have homeowner’s consent, they are good to move forward.  Spvr. Cantwell stated that his concern is that when there is money on hand, they tend to spend it.  Spvr. Cantwell moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to draw on the entire amount at the 4.25% rate with the stipulation that if they do not find anything worth spending it on, they will give it back as soon as possible if there is no pre-payment penalty.  Spvr. Loppnow stated that he does not think they should take anymore than what they need, but if they can look at this in 60 days, then that should be fine. Spvr. Ryan stated that they have already budgeted for this.  Motion carried 3/1.  Spvr. Loppnow opposed.
b. Discussion/Review of Budget-to-Date for District:  Spvr. Ryan explained the cost of the Root River project and what was budgeted.  The board had not further questions on the budget at this time.
10.) New Business
a. Review/Possible Approval of Equestrian Estates, 1859 76th St. – Concept Plan:  Ch. Kastenson stated that the board has been asked to allow people who border the property be allowed to speak.  Spvr. Loppnow suggested each person be allowed to have a few minutes to speak.  A consensus of the board agreed to this.  Neighboring property owner Tom Hribar requested this be sent back to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Hribar stated that he has intentions of developing his property and had requested the road be tied into his property because it would make sense.  He intends on putting in a 10 to 15 lot subdivision.  He stated that the way the concept plan is laid out right now, the road is on Mr. Pohlhammer’s property.  He has spoken to ATC and they can run the road within 25 feet of the tower and easement area.  He also questioned if there would be a performance bond or letter of credit to make sure this project gets completed?  Spvr. Ryan questioned Engineer Stamborski if the roads are proposed roads and if they are stubbed.  Engineer Stamborski stated that as drawn now, the developer has requested to have a fully improved road.  He explained that they are going to request a waiver to not stub the southern portion at this time and they will be requesting to not extend the road to the lot lines.  Spvr. Ryan questioned when the developer comes in with their preliminary plat if they can address where the road lies at that time?  Engineer Stamborski stated that it is important right now where the road lies on the conceptual plan.  He also stated that the idea of where the road came in had the power lines taken into consideration and would allow them to cross the power lines once rather than twice.  Mr. Hribar explained that the way the road is laid out right now would not allow him to develop his property properly.  Engineer Bruckner stated that the developer has no opinion on the south road because it does not affect them at this time.  Mr. Hribar stated that he needs to make sure that he has deeded access to this road.  Ch. Kastenson questioned if they deed the road to Mr. Hribar if he would put in his deed that Mr. Pohlhammer would have access to his road as well?  Engineer Bruckner stated that they had no problem with this.  Spvr. Ryan questioned if the board can make a decision on a conceptual plan without having other property owner’s having conceptual plans turned in?  Engineer Stamborski stated that they can make changes in the preliminary plat.  Resident and neighboring property owner Joe Pohlhammer stated that his property abuts this development.  He questioned if the board has the contingencies placed on this from the Planning Commission and if the board has a copy of the planning commission minutes because he would like to see them. Spvr. Ryan stated that Mr. Pohlhammer was at the meeting sitting at the table with the Planning Commission so he should have known what happened.  Mr. Pohlhammer presented the board with a letter from himself along with one from Engineer Mark Madsen. (letter is on file for review in Town Clerk’s Office).  He questioned who was going to put the road in to the property lines?  Engineer Bruckner stated that they would ask for a waiver to not have to pave the road up to the property lines.  Mr. Pohlhammer also questioned who would be responsible for the Stormwater management on this road.  Engineer Bruckner stated that they would take into account the impervious surface of the roadway so the future roadway surfaces would be accounted for in the pond being designed.  Mr. Pohlhammer stated that the Town of Raymond is not following their surrounding communities with their development requirements.  He also stated that he wants two rows of evergreen trees on the south lot line of Equestrian Estates and he also stated that the third retention pond is not shown on the driveway they are going to approve.  Mr. Bruckner stated that the town board has a preliminary grading plan that has it on.  Mr. Pohlhammer requested this be sent to the Planning Commission and that a neighborhood plan be done for this.  He also stated that if this is approved tonight, he will object to it.  He does not believe enough has been done to do this properly.  Spvr. Cantwell questioned Mr. Pohlhammer if he would benefit from this road connecting to his property.  Mr. Pohlhammer stated that he would not want a development but if they are going to be close to him, and then he’ll put in five or six homes.  Spvr. Cantwell pointed out that Mr. Pohlhammer is not paying anything for getting the option of a road.  Mr. Pohlhammer stated that the first home in there is not following the restrictive covenants.  Ch. Kastenson explained that this is not up to the town and rather the developer/homeowner’s association is responsible for the restrictive covenants.  Mr. Pohlhammer questioned when he can get a copy of the Stormwater drainage calculations?  Engineer Stamborski stated that they have not been completed yet.  Spvr. Ryan stated that they need to keep in mind that it is a conceptual plan here and there are many other steps to go through.  Mr. Pohlhammer wanted a date of when the Stormwater drainage calculations would be ready.  Engineer Stamborski explained that it is up to the developer when they get them to the town.  Spvr. Ryan stated that looking back at the approval of the Planning Commission, the one stipulation they had is that the road stub would remain in its current place.  Engineer Stamborski stated that the other item discussed was drain tile and it was decided that when a drain tile was found, it would be gone through with a camera.  Spvr. Ryan stated that he does not disagree with stubbing this in.  Spvr. Ryan questioned Engineer Stamborski if he still supported his initial recommendations of approval he gave to the Planning Commission for this plan?  Engineer Stamborski stated that it is still his recommendation.  Engineer Stamborski stated that the DNR wetlands are considered a navigable waterway which means they would need a pipe to go over with a road, so in terms of cost concern the other way is better.  He also stated that the developer needs to have a signed letter of credit prior to breaking any ground.  Spvr. Cantwell moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to approve the conceptual plan with the changes for the road stub to the south to be changed at the preliminary stage, carried 4/0.
b. Discussion/Possible Decision on Mike Hood, 3520 W. 7 Mile Rd. Request to change Deed Restriction:  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to remove the deed restriction as requested.  Spvr. Ryan stated that it isn’t going to do anything for him anyway since the property is limited as to what he can do.  Spvr. Loppnow questioned who placed the restriction on this?  Spvr. Ryan amended his motion, seconded by Spvr. Cantwell to read that the restriction will be taken off contingent that the Town Board placed this restriction on in the first place, carried 4/0.
c. Discussion/Possible Decision on 108th St. & 2 Mile Rd. Drainage Repairs and Review/Award of Quote:  (Now Agenda Item 8(a)).  Ch. Kastenson explained that Raymond met with the Town of Yorkville’s board.  They have decided that the two towns will split the cost in half to repair the tiles.  Roman’s grading had the lowest bid on the project.  The Town of Raymond will have to come up with $13,920.  They are considering taking money out of the Stormwater Management to cover the cost.  It is an 18 inch tile.  Engineer Stamborski stated that this gets into the town’s stance on drain tiles in general and stated that this gets into the grey area.  Spvr. Ryan questioned the bid.  He stated that this seems like a bit more than what they needed to do.  He questioned if the old pipe really needs to be removed?  Ch. Kastenson stated that the reason they want the old pipe removed is because if there are feeder tiles coming into it and they did not know which ones, then they wouldn’t know who it would affect.  Spvr. Ryan also questioned the machine time that states 20 hours and questioned if it would be extra if he exceeds 20 hours.  Spvr. Ryan questioned the current catch basin.  Ch. Kastenson stated that it will be re-designed since the town has been getting a lot of mud in their catch basin and are pumping it twice a year.  They are now going to install a catch basin on Yorkville’s side to catch the mud before it comes to Raymond’s side.  Ch. Kastenson stated that they also discussed installing a cross-culvert in front of the church and that this may be a project to do next year through the drainage district.  This would take a lot of water pressure off and hopefully save the church’s parking lot.  The blowout is ten feet deep and eight feet wide.  Ch. Kastenson stated that there are three blowouts right now.  Neighboring property owner Dave Prins stated that there is a questionable joint at the property line as well.  Mr. Prins has dimensions on the pipes.  Spvr. Cantwell moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to approve the 108th and 2 mile rd. project using the SWUD budget money and hiring Roman’s Grading Service for an amount up to $15,000.  Ch. Kastenson explained that there will be an inspection hole as well.  Motion carried 4/0.
d. Discussion/Possible Decision on Steve Puschnig, 10325 Hwy. G Soil Dist Complaint Received:  Mr. Puschnig apologized to the board and adjoining property owners for wasting their time.  He explained the whole ordeal to the board.  Mr. Puschnig stated that he has no issues with the engineer going back out there to do a site inspection of the property due to the complaints.  A consensus of the town board gave this property a week from today’s date to get the weeds cut.  Spvr. Ryan moved, seconded by Spvr. Loppnow to have the town engineer do a site inspection and refer for permit extension back to the Planning Commission, , carried 4/0.  Mr. Puschnig thanked the town for taking the time with him.
e. Discussion/Possible Decision on Robert Slivon, 325 60th St. – Letter Received:  Ch. Kastenson stated that we received the information from the State.  Mr. Slivon stated that he was denied access to the Board of Review and the assessor took it upon himself to do this.  Mr. Slivon is requesting $837 from the town for reimbursement of his taxes since the assessor denied him his right to board of review.  He stated that the assessor lied to him and to the board.  Ch. Kastenson stated that the board of review meeting was posted.  Mr. Slivon requested that when someone applies for Board of Review they get a signed letter stating the date so that the assessor cannot do something like this again.  Ch. Kastenson explained that he can get the town to re-open the board of review by getting a judge to order it.  Mr. Slivon stated that his reimbursement should somehow come out of what the assessor gets paid.  Ch. Kastenson stated that there is nothing the town can do about this.  He stated that Mr. Slivon needs to take the next step by filing the complaint with the judge and getting the town to reopen the board of review.  Spvr. Cantwell stated that they would have to give a reimbursement to every person requesting one if they gave one to him.  Ch. Kastenson stated that the Clerk spoke to Jennifer J. Miller of the Dept. of Assessment Bureau who explained that the town can only legally open board of review back up if ordered by a judge.  Mr. Slivon stated that he is asking for the town to reimburse him for his loss.  Ch. Kastenson stated that it would be illegal for the town to reimburse him.  Treasurer Kastenson stated that the board of review would only be for the next tax year and they cannot go back in time which is stated in the law.  She stated that it would have to be changed by Jan. 1, 2010 for it to show up on his taxes.  Mr. Slivon also stated that he would like the assessor to be reprimanded or removed from the town.  Ch. Kastenson stated that they will take this into consideration.  Spvr. Cantwell moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to deny Mr. Slivon’s request, carried 4/0.
f. Discussion/Possible Decision on Opposition to Racine Co. Drainage Dist. Annexation of Town Properties:  Ch. Kastenson stated that the Town of Norway adopted a resolution opposing this action.  He questioned the board how they feel about doing the same thing.  Spvr. Cantwell stated that he attended the meeting and can see both sides of the argument because there are 1900 properties carrying the other 3000 that have been riding free for the past years.  He stated that each individual person has before August 12, 2009 to go in with their complaints to try to prove that their property is not draining into this district.  Spvr. Cantwell also stated that the main problem was the board was not voted in and they were appointed and that was their major opposition to this.  Ch. Kastenson stated that he is not in favor of writing a resolution to oppose this.  He feels that anyone contributing to these rivers and streams should have to help contribute.  Spvr. Ryan stated that he does not feel an objection would do the town any good.  He does not feel the town has legal standing in saying we can’t do it because it does not impact the town or Stormwater utility district.
11.) Unfinished Business

a. Discussion/Possible Decision on Repair of Sign for Raymond Heights:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to hold over, carried 4/0.
12.) Public Comment:  Resident Bob Flasz stated that at the last meeting he made a comment about an ordinance for making the community a dark sky town.  He is requesting the board adopt a resolution requiring a black sky community.  He is requesting the town be a leader in doing this.  He also wanted to talk about precedent and wants everyone to be treated the same, but sometimes if the town does something wrong one time, they have to bite the bullet and say what they did was wrong and then can change it and straighten it out when discovered.  He also stated that regarding the Equestrian Estates development that Mr. Pohlhammer is concerned the final plot will create water concerns on his property.  He stated that it would seem fair for the town to give Mr. Pohlhammer a set of the plans and a chance to come to the board prior to approval with any concerns he may have.  Resident Joe Pohlhammer stated that with regards to the road issue for Equestrian Estates he was not asked for his input.  He also discussed the Stormwater management and stated that the damage is moved forward towards 76th St.  He questioned who is going to verify that there is no damage there and when the development is done and it does not work and it does do damage, who is going to stand up and say that it is not working.  He also stated that he wants to send it to another engineering firm and if they come back and give input, if the town is going to respect that engineer’s opinions.  Ch. Kastenson stated that he has been over this numerous times with Mr. Pohlhammer and the water has always come under his driveway.  He stated that Mr. Pohlhammer showed him the erosion on his driveway and questioned if there was no erosion prior to the development, then why was there always concrete placed there?  He also stated that this  property was for sale for six or seven years and he knew when that property was sold it would be for development and stated that if he did not want a development he should have purchased it.  Ch. Kastenson stated that Mr. Pohlhammer cannot come and sit at every single meeting and think he is going to stop every development.  He stated that there is not a farmer in this country that is going to survive what is going on right now.  Mr. Slivon questioned who he should be filing a complaint with because he never filed one with the state regarding the board of review issue.    
13.) Communication and Announcements:  None.
14.) Adjournment:  Spvr. Loppnow moved, seconded by Spvr. Ryan to adjourn, carried 4/0.  Meeting adjourned at 10:15p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kari D.L. Morgan

Town Clerk
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