Raymond Storm Water Utility District Meeting Minutes
February 16, 2009

1.) Roll Call: Commissioner Ryan called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Present were commissioners Madsen, Strueder, Phillips, and Ryan. Commissioner Sadler was not present.
2.)
Review of Bills: No bills were submitted.

3.) Minutes of Previous Meeting: Motion carried and approved 4-0 to approve previous minutes.
4.) Set Agenda: Agenda reviewed and set by Commissioner Ryan.
5.) New Business:

a) Discussion with neighboring communities, districts and other authorities regarding Root River drainage issues.

i. Raymond Status: Commissioner Ryan thanked the attendees and welcomed their views as to the current Raymond plans and the experiences they have had in their own communities. An introduction from each attendee was provided. Chris Stamborski of R.A Smith explained the current plan specifically detailing the first stage being the cleaning of the Root River and later focusing on more long term efforts. Chris mentioned that we are still working on the dredging permit and noted that this permit is only needed because of the type of the large equipment that may be used in the clearing process. The plan does not include dredging, only localized hydraulic improvements.
ii. RCDB Status: Alan Jasperson provided comments and suggestions and offered future assistance to Raymond where needed.
iii. MMSD Status: David Fowler provided comments and suggestions and offered future assistance to Raymond where needed.
iv. Caledonia/Utility District Status: Anthony Bunkelman and Eric Ohler provided comments and suggestions and offered future assistance to Raymond where needed.
v. Racine Status: No representation from Racine present.
vi. DNR/SEWRPC: Heidi Hopkins of the WDNR provided background information as well as DNR concerns going forward. She emphasized that the Root River between 7 and 8 miles roads has the best habitat for aquatic species and is focusing on minimizing the disruption. Heidi restated the fact that a permit cannot be granted until the easement plan is completed. She noted that property owners can remove fallen trees as well as beaver dams. She also noted that the beavers themselves must also be addressed as the dams will be rebuilt again. She suggested hiring trappers to remove the beavers.
Mike Hahn from SEWRPC provided comments and suggestions and offered future assistance to Raymond where needed. He mentioned that recommendations were made many years ago regarding the east and west branches of the Root River but had not been updated since. He provided comments on the sub-continental divide and the fact that water crossing in either direction must return flow. This does not include water used for consumptive use. He also stated that the Root River is not the preferred route for flow but rather Underwood Creek.

State Representative Robin Vos provided comments regarding the stimulus package. He stated that it is uncertain what funds may be available and that much of the funds will focus on job preservation. He offered further assistance to Raymond as needed.

b) Discussion/Review of February 11, 2009 River Walk with DNR: Chris Stamborski and Heidi Hopkins indicate that the walk did not take place and has been rescheduled for March 11, 2009 at 1:00 PM.
8:30:
Recess

8:35:
Return to session

6.) Unfinished Business:
a) Discussion/Decision DNR Permit/Letter Status: Permit request will be submitted at the completion of the easement process. 
b) Discussion/Decision Racine County Parks Letter Agreement: Ongoing.
c) Discussion Root River Property Owner Discussions & Public Hearing Results:

i. Review and narrow complete list of properties: Chris Stamborski provided a list of property owners and the status of contact.
ii. Review of participating and non-participating property owners: There is no major opposition at this time.
iii. Identify and review property owners who need to be re-approached: The list from Chris Stamborski includes those needing continued efforts.
iv. Review of specific property owner requests and objections: Ongoing.
v. Discussion/Decision on setting deadline for finalizing discussions with property owners and finalizing easements: Chris will provide at next meeting.
vi. Discussion/Decision on content and timing of delivery of easements: Chris will provide at next meeting.
d) Discussion on application for Recovery funds (Gov. website, elected officials, new Federal updates): Commissioner Ryan indicated that requests were sent out indicating that the projects was ‘shovel ready’. Only forms letters have been returned so far.
e) Discussion/Decision on next steps, commissioner assignments of responsibility, and timeframes – to include: Letter/Notifications, Easements, Requests for Bids, grants/Recovery Funds, Tile Research at USDA Office (R.A. Smith to provide project management outline). Chris will provide a timeline for necessary formal activities at next meeting. At that time assignments will be discussed and determined based on the efforts needed to meet these deadlines.
7.) Public Comment Pertaining To SWUD: Residents Ken Scheive and Steve Kramer provided comments and suggestions. A request was presented for a more detailed written description as to the activities relating to the Root River cleanup. Concern was noted that property owners are uncertain as to the extent of the potential impact on their properties. Chris Stamborski offered that until the final walk and easement process is complete it will be difficult to provide further definition.
8.) Correspondence & Announcements: None presented.
9.) Adjournment: Commissioner Strueder moved to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Madsen. Motion carried and approved 4-0 to adjourn at 9:40 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

James Phillips

Secretary

